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The Chimes ~ August 2026 

 
 Manchester Methodist Church 

413 East Butler St.   ~   Phone 563-927-4439  

Website: manchestermethodistchurch.org 

Email: admin@manchestermethodistchurch.org 

Ice Cream Social - “Christmas in July” 
OVER 250 SERVED, and OVER $2,200 RAISED FOR OPERATION SANTA CLAUS! 

Operation Santa Donations 
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“So I commend the enjoyment of life, because there is nothing better for a person  
under the sun than to eat and drink and be glad. Then joy will accompany them  

in their toil all the days of the life God has given them under the sun.” - Ecclesiastes 8:15 

 

This scripture from Ecclesiastes is a great reminder for us to know that faith and fun are not 

meant to be opposites. When God held humanity accountable in the fall after eating of the 

fruit, He told Adam... 

 “By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food 
until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; 
for dust you are and to dust you will return.” - Genesis 3:19 

 

God reveals through the wisdom of Solomon in Ecclesiastes to pursue enjoyment in life.   

We work hard to care for ourselves and our families, but God also wishes that we know joy 

in life, and in that joy we shall be a “light to the world”, living as invitations to others to know 

and believe. This sounds like good advice...God knows that joy over sorrow will invite more 

new believers just as the old saying, “you will catch more flies with honey than with vinegar.” 

Of course the joy we seek should be edifying (glorifying) to God’s moral standard.   
 

I know my greatest joy is spending time with my family and friends. I love interacting with my 

grandchildren and passing on my wisdom as to how to annoy their granny, which is appar-

ently my superpower! All my kids and grandkids love to go to the river and fish and play    

together, which is a wonderful blessing. But this is not the totality of our family. 
 

Life has taken Debbie and I away from the states of our birth - Debbie in Nebraska, and me 

in Arizona. In spite of that, our family here in Iowa has been blessed with a wonderful church 

family that has supported us with church siblings, parents, and grandparents. But the culture 

of the church has changed, especially since COVID. We gather for worship, but our fellow-

ship has greatly diminished. This is something I grieve not only for my family, but for the 

church as well. Do you remember Pot Luck Dinners? Progressive Meals? Family Retreats? 

Or just a BBQ fellowship together? These are ways to share joy and fellowship, inviting 

those who feel lost to become found. I recognize that I may have reached the age of being a 

curmudgeon…but here we sit, uniquely with a park across the street, and an amazing 

church family that I cherish and would love to fellowship with more. What would that look 

like? Who would be in charge? Is it possible that there are some in our family that share this 

desire and would be willing to lead in this creation of fellowship for this family? Let us pray! 
 

           Blessings, 

           Pastor Phil 

     A note from Pastor Phil... 
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JULY 19th COMMUNITY WORSHIP 
at the FAIRGROUNDS 

MMC Single Board Reports  ~  July 2026 
 

Single Board reports for July were shared via email. 
 

Finance:  Bruce shared the financial report. June giving totaled $19,177. Expenses for June were 
$19,456. YTD giving is $119,380. YTD Expenses are $122,202 leaving a deficit of -$2,822. 
 

Trustees:  
• We have a new company that will be covering the elevator maintenance contract. 
• We have run into a few glitches with the replacement of the shed in the parking lot. There is a 

possibility of permits needed and a variance issue, due to not having a permanent structure on 
site. A big thank you to Wayne for running interference on this on the trustees’ behalf.  

 

Worship: The Ecumenical Service at the Fair was wonderful! The Manchester/Delhi Praise Band 
led praise songs for 30 minutes. The community choir of 21 voices sang "We Believe", and the  
children's choir of 5 (all boys) sang an energetic medley of songs. Great message by Zach, sup-
ported by clergy and lay people from the participating churches. Was a beautiful day to praise 
God as a community of believers.    
 

Missions:  Wayne shared that the August mission will be for the Homeless Shelter Project. Four 
churches are participating in this project and a team is being formed.   Upcoming Missions of the 
Month will be:  
 

• Sept ....... GMC District Disaster Fund, need to set a brunch date 
• Oct. ........ Operation Christmas Child, noisy offering 
• Nov ........ OPEN 
• Dec ........ Stead Family Center Toy Drive 

 

Congregational Care: The 75+ birthday party will be on Thursday, October 8th.  

 

VBS RAINFOREST FALLS 

CHILDREN’S  
CHOIR 

ECUMENICAL PRAISE BAND 
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 SERVING OUR CHURCH 

MMC Serving Teams 
 

If you would like to be part of one of the   

serving teams, please contact the following: 
 

 Communion Servers:  
 

Jeff Larsen @ 563-608-4036  

or call the office @ 563-927-4439 

 

 Children's Sermon:  
 

Jeff Larsen @ 563-608-4036  

or call the office @ 563-927-4439 

 

 Door Greeters, Acolytes, & Ushers: 

Lori Snyder @ 563-920-6692 

 

 Tech Team/AV:  

Ruth Voshell & Michael Stocks 

mmctechteam@gmail.com 

 

 Nursery Attendants:  

Mary Jane Fetter @ 563-920-2006 

 

 Fellowship Time Hosts:  

Text Michelle Philgreen @ 563-920-1677 

or sign up at the Welcome Desk 

 

 Worship Music: 

Beth Mueller and Lynne Rasmussen 

admin@manchestermethodistchurch.org 

or call the office @ 563-927-4439 

 

 Church Office Assistants:  

Lynne Rasmussen 

admin@manchestermethodistchurch.org 

or call the office @ 563-927-4439 

 

August 2
nd

  

8:30 

Children’s Sermon: Roy Vice 

Communion: Roy & Heather Vice,  

Marilyn Feldmann 
 

Communion: Bill Scanlan, Dustin Kirkpatrick 

 
August 9

th 
 

8:30 

Children’s Sermon: Travis Mensen  
 

Communion: Wayne Birkenholz, Pam Vap 

 
August 16

th 
 

8:30 

Children’s Sermon: Roy Vice  
 

Communion: Meghan Mensen, Jean Gross 

 
August 23

rd
 

8:30 

Children’s Sermon: Kristin Milroy 
 

Communion: Janine Stellick, Jean Gross 

 
August 30

th
 - Contemporary Services 

8:30 

Children’s Sermon: Jordan LeClere 
 

Communion: Pam Vap, Dustin Kirkpatrick 
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August Radio Sponsors 

Aug. 2 ....... Bruce & Marianne Nodurft, in       

                  celebration of their 55
th 

anniversary 

Aug. 9 ....... OPEN 

Aug. 16 ..... OPEN 

Aug. 23 ..... Ron & Janine Stellick, in loving  

                   memory of grandson, Nathan Twedt 

Aug. 30 ..... OPEN 
 

 August Altar Flowers 

Aug. 2 ....... Bruce & Marianne Nodurft, in       

                   celebration of their 55
th 

anniversary 

Aug. 9 ....... OPEN 

Aug. 16 ..... Julie Porter 

Aug. 23 ..... Jenny Garvin 

Aug. 30 ..... OPEN 

RADIO SPONSORS &  

ALTAR FLOWER SIGN-UP 

  

NAME ROOM # 

Dave Gaskill  105-N 

Linda Gearhart 25-S 

Barb O’Connell 116-N 

Fred Phelps 117-N 

Louise Reth  20-S 

Diane Simon 101-N 

Pat Swanson 103-N 

Marge Wolter 28 

  

Richard Belden 215 

Peg Koeneke 112 

Ellen Phelps  305 

  

Norma Vande Vegte 16 

  

Kino DeKeyser 503 

Good Neighbor Home Residents 

The Meadows Residents 

Lincolnwood Asst. Lvg. (Edgewood)  

Riverbend Retirement Comm. (Cascade) 

Bruce & Marianne Nodurft ..................... 8/1 

Mark & Lori Clemen ................................ 8/3 

Dave & Darla Gaskill ............................... 8/6 

Dean & Jackie Sherman .......................... 8/6 

Ronnie & Nancy Bachman ...................... 8/8 

Harold & Karon Rosauer ....................... 8/14 
 

  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 
Note: If you know of someone’s birthday   

or anniversary that was inadvertently  

omitted from this list, please notify  

the church office so we can be sure  

to include them on the list next time! 

 Happy Birthday! 
Ron Stellick ............................................. 8/2 

Barb O’Connell ....................................... 8/4 

Debbie Rogers ........................................ 8/5 

Tom Fetter .............................................. 8/9 

Sandy Kent............................................ 8/15 

Jeff Larsen............................................. 8/15 

Donna Scanlan ...................................... 8/16 

Mary Jo Larsen ..................................... 8/22 

Tom Allyn .............................................. 8/29 

Darla Gaskill .......................................... 8/31 

  Happy Anniversary! 

Methodist Church family, 
 

Thank you so much for the grad gift. I am so, 
so grateful! This place has given me a safe 
space to grow into the person that I am, and    
I will miss it a lot!  Thank you for everything! 

 

Love, 
Alaina Bardgett 
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AUGUST 2026 
 

Sun 

 
Mon 

 
Tue 

 
Wed 

 
Thu 

 
Fri 

 
Sat 

2 
8:30am 

Worship 

9:30am 

Fellowship Time 

10:30am 

Worship 

3 
4:30 - 5:30pm 

Second  
Helpings & 

Clothing  
Closet 

5:30pm 
Worship    

Design mtg. 

4 
9:30-11:30am  

Sewing Group 
 

 

  

5 
9am-4pm 

WIC 
10am - 2pm  

Clothing Closet  
 

NO WOW 
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7 
9:30-10:30am  

Sippers meet 

@Bread Basket 
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     8 

8 

8:30am 

Worship 

9:30am 

Fellowship Time 

10:30am 

Worship 

10 

4:30 - 5:30pm 
Second  

Helpings & 
Clothing  
Closet 

 

6:00pm 
Missions mtg. 

11 

9:30-11:30am  

Sewing Group 
 

 

12 
9am-4pm 

WIC 
10am - 2pm  

Clothing Closet 
  

NO WOW 

13 
10:30am  

GNH/Meadows 

Communion 
 

7:00pm 
Trustees 

mtg. 

 

14 

9:30-10:30am  

Sippers meet 

@Bread Basket 

15 

 

 

 

16 

8:30am 

Worship 

9:30am 

Fellowship Time 

10:30am 

Worship 

17 

4:30 - 5:30pm 
Second  

Helpings & 
Clothing  
Closet 

 

18 

9:30-11:30am  

Sewing Group 
 

6:00pm  
Single Board  

mtg. 

19 

10am - 2pm  

Clothing Closet 
 

NO WOW 
 

 

20 

 

21 
 

9:30-10:30am  

Sippers meet 

@Bread Basket 

22 

23 

8:30am 
Worship 
9:30am 

Fellowship Time 
10:30am 
Worship 

24 

4:30 - 5:30pm 
Second  

Helpings & 
Clothing  
Closet 

25 

9:30-11:30am  

Sewing Group 

26 

10am - 2pm  

Clothing Closet 
 

NO WOW 

 

27 28 

9:30-10:30am  

Sippers meet 

@Bread Basket 

29 

30 

8:30am 
Worship 
9:30am 

Fellowship Time 
10:30am 
Worship 

31 

4:30 - 5:30pm 
Second  

Helpings & 
Clothing  
Closet 

     

Worship On Wednesday (WOW) will resume on September 16th  

September 2026 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    
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Manchester Methodist Church 
413 E. Butler St. 
Manchester, IA  52057-1612 
 

Return Service Requested 

 

TO: ___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: 

Mon./Wed.:  9:00am-5:00pm   ~  Tues./Thurs.:  9:00am-3:00pm  ~  Friday:  Closed 
(Office closed for lunch approx. 12:30-1:30...times may vary) 

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES: 
 Sunday mornings in person at 8:30 & 10:30am 

 Find us on YouTube to watch the Sun. 8:30am service 
 Listen to KMCH 94.7 at 6:00pm on Sunday evenings 

The Ministry Team at MMC includes: 
 

Rev. Phil Rogers and the entire Congregation 
 

Youth Director:  Pastor Zach Rogers 
 

Office Manager/Secretary:  Lynne Rasmussen 
 

Church Custodian:  Dusty Ingles  
 

Christian Education Director:  Paul Lyman 
  

Congregational Care:  Sherry Goranson 
 

Missions Coordinator:  Wayne Birkenholz 
 

Music Director:  Beth Mueller  
 

Reaching & Receiving:  Lori Snyder 
 

Treasurer:  Bruce Nodurft 
Trustees Chair:  Charlie Dighton 

The Chimes is the official newsletter of the Manchester Methodist Church. 
Please share any changes of address or contact information with the church by   

calling 563-927-4439, or emailing admin@manchestermethodistchurch.org 

~  Be in love with this season  ~ 
~  Embrace warm days and cool nights  ~ 

~  Spend quality time with your loved ones  ~ 
~  Have more patience  ~ 
~  Embrace positivity  ~ 


