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The Chimes ~ September 2026 

 

 Manchester Methodist Church 
413 East Butler St.   ~   Phone 563-927-4439  

Website: manchestermethodistchurch.org 

Email: admin@manchestermethodistchurch.org 

September Mission of  the Month 

GMC Upper Midwest District Disaster Fund 
 

The Missions Team is planning a brunch between services on Sunday, 

September 27th. We are requesting participation from men in the church, 

and sign-up sheets will be posted soon. The menu will be pancakes, 

scrambled eggs, sausage, cinnamon rolls, and beverages.   

Operation Christmas Child 

Full Circle Speaker 
 

Sunday, September 13th  

2:00 p.m. 

Manchester Methodist Church  

Izabella grew up during the  

communistic regime in Romania  

when even attending a church could 

have resulted in death. Hear how   

receiving an Operation Christmas 

Child shoebox gift showed Izabella 

God’s personal love for her. 

 Fall Schedule Kick-off  Event! 
 

We hope you can join us on Sunday, September 13th following the 

10:30 a.m. worship service for a picnic and fun activities in Central 

Park, as we kick-off our fall Sunday School season!  

We will enjoy a potluck meal, as well as a bouncy house, obstacle 

course, and other games. The meat will be provided, and everyone     

is encouraged to bring a side dish or dessert to share.   

Be sure to mark your calendars so you don’t miss out on all the food, 

fun, & fellowship! 
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     A note from Pastor Phil... 
 

 
 

But now, this is what the Lord says — he who created you, Jacob, he who formed you, Israel: 
“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are mine. 

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers, 
    they will not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; 

    the flames will not set you ablaze. - Isaiah 43:1-2 
 

During the month of September our Mission of the Month special offering at 
church will be dedicated to Upper Midwest Conference disaster ministries. 
Every year here in the our conference we have disaster events that all told 
would cost billions of dollars to make people and businesses whole again. 
The good news is that most of these disasters for the last couple years have 
been managed by a local response. But this is not always the case. I remem-
ber the major flooding in Iowa and Nebraska in 2008, and again in 2012, and again in 2019, derecho 
in 2020, and more flooding that impacted nearly half the conference in 2024. In each of these disas-
ters the church as a whole was called on to respond with volunteers, as well as financially.  
 

Since disaffiliation, our responses have been somewhat piecemeal because as a new denomination, 
and conference, we did not have a fund or “War Chest” to draw from. As the Conference Disaster  
Coordinator, I have asked the churches to begin to prepare for the disaster events that run beyond     
a required local response. In the event of a regional or national disaster in our area, we are not pre-
pared to respond to the immediate financial needs. We are good about responding to disasters 
through a congregational request that goes through the local church finance department, and then 
sent on to a ministry that is responding to the area…but natural disasters happen quickly and require 
immediate responses to keep and maintain the safety of families in the affected areas. Food, water, 
cleaning supplies, housing, clothing, all need to be cared for immediately, plus there is the set-up of a 
response camp that will include a warehouse for materials and supplies as well as administration needs. 
  

What I have requested from all the churches in the conference is that we have a special offering every 
year that will prepare for the inevitability of a disaster with a fund or “War Chest” that will be available 
for an immediate response, with the approval of our Disaster Team.  
 

            Blessings, 
            Pastor Phil 

 

                                   DelCo Together Committee Update 
 

We are excited to share an update on our Homeless Room project, created to provide a safe, temporary 
space for individuals and families experiencing homelessness in our community. 
 

We anticipate having availability beginning October 1st. We are continuing to work on securing the resources 
and partnerships needed to make this space a meaningful support system for those who need it most. 
 

If you would like to support this effort, monetary donations can be made to "DelCo Together" at the fol-
lowing address: 
 
 
 
 

  

Every contribution helps us provide essential resources and support to our neighbors during a difficult time. 
Together, we can make a difference - one person, one family, and one night at a time. 
 

Best regards, 
Krystle DeShaw, RN | Regional Medical Center | Public Health Administrator 

Delaware County Pay It Forward 
Attn:  DelCo Together 

PO Box 281 
Manchester, IA 52057 
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MMC Single Board – August 18, 2026 

Wesley Hall – 6:00 p.m.  
 

Present: Sherry Goranson, Lori Snyder, Bruce Nodurft, Wayne Birkenholz, Charlie Dighton, Mark Reth, 
Pastor Phil Rogers, Jean Gross, Beth Mueller. 
 

Chair Mark opened the meeting with scripture from James 1:5, “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of 
God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given to him.”  Mark shared seeking God’s 
wisdom is important as He is the ultimate source of all wisdom.  His message was followed by prayers and 
praises lifted up and a prayer for guidance. 
 

Finance: Bruce gave the latest finance report. As of the end of July our actual expenses were $144,935 
and our actual income was $136,336 leaving a deficit of $8,599 so far for this year.  He went on to explain 
why the deficit grew including two Sundays of small attendance, increases in insurance charges, high elec-
tric bills as well as other issues affecting the budget. Bruce said the giving towards the roof repairs so far 
amounts to $73,200 with a small amount still expected. We are close to our goal for that big expense. 
 

Trustees: Charlie reported in July that the building fund had a $40,677 balance and he is hoping to keep 
the remainder for the other projects that they listed at the beginning of the year, like the front door and the 
ceiling in front of the elevator. The city gave us the permit needed for the new shed by the back entrance. 
Kone came and inspected the elevator for the last time. We will have a new company doing future inspec-
tions at a better rate. The light by the back entrance is working and we are looking at installing a solar light 
for the parking lot. The kitchen refrigerator was repaired as the defrosting hose was frozen. 
 

Worship: Beth said she thinks the choir will be starting on September 20th, and the team is working ahead 
for future worship plans. 
 

Education: Sunday School kickoff is planned for Sept. 13th with food and fun in the park after 2nd service. 
 

Missions: Wayne reported the ice cream social was well attended and $2,098.09 was sent to Operation 
Santa Claus (of Delaware County), plus any checks written directly to them. The mission of the month for 
August is the Homeless Shelter Project. Hopefully this will be up and running by October. There will be a 
brunch between services on September 27

th
 to support Conference Disaster Funds. The Food Pantry is 

back in operation by the new garden shed. 
 

Congregational Care: Sherry said that the 75+ birthday celebration will be on the 8th of October at noon in 
Wesley Hall. Dean Sherman will share his hobby of wood turning. Anyone 75 or older is invited to enjoy 
this birthday luncheon. Several phone calls have been made as well as visits to the GNH and Meadows, 
and birthday and anniversary cards were sent. 
 

Staff Parish: Pastor evaluation forms have been emailed to team members. 
 

We are looking at publishing a booklet with our church information that shares who we are as a church 
body - and what we do - to distribute around the community. Team members are needed for input and pic-
tures so these booklets can be designed and printed here. Please let the church office know what you 
want to share from your place of influence. We hope to share this in our community as a whole. 
 

Jean spoke on the care of our church memorial garden. It has been difficult to keep up with the weeding 
needed this summer due to the heat, humidity, and the age of those who have cared for it in the past. She 
is looking for younger members who would be willing to take this on as a project. Most of the garden has 
been planted back to grass, but areas remain that need care. It has been suggested to plant it all back to 
grass if no one volunteers to help with it. Please let Jean or the office know if this is a project you would  
like to be involved in. The garden was initially started many years ago as a memorial garden for a member 
who passed, and it was undertaken by the Master Gardeners in our church, many of whom are no longer 
with us. We would really appreciate your input or ideas. 
 

Our next regularly scheduled meeting will be Sept. 15th in Wesley Hall. Meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Jean Gross, Secretary 
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MMC Serving Teams 
 

If you would like to be part of one of the   

serving teams, please contact the following: 
 

 Communion Servers:  
 

Jeff Larsen @ 563-608-4036  

or call the office @ 563-927-4439 
 

 Children's Sermon:  
 

Jeff Larsen @ 563-608-4036  

or call the office @ 563-927-4439 
 

 Door Greeters, Acolytes, & Ushers: 

Lori Snyder @ 563-920-6692 
 

 Tech Team/AV:  

Ruth Voshell & Michael Stocks 

mmctechteam@gmail.com 
 

 Nursery Attendants:  

Mary Jane Fetter @ 563-920-2006 
 

 Fellowship Time Hosts:  

Text Michelle Philgreen @ 563-920-1677 

or sign up at the Welcome Desk 
 

 Worship Music: 

Beth Mueller and Lynne Rasmussen 

admin@manchestermethodistchurch.org 

or call the office @ 563-927-4439 
 

 Church Office Assistants:  

Lynne Rasmussen 

admin@manchestermethodistchurch.org 

or call the office @ 563-927-4439 

SERVING OUR CHURCH 

 

REMINDER: The first Sunday of each month we collect non-perishable 

food items for the food pantry in our parking lot. When you bring your 

items on Sunday morning you are asked to place them in the tub that 

will be in front of the altar. That food will be added to the pantry as 

needed. (You may also place items directly into the pantry at other 

times throughout the month.)  

 

September 6
th

 

8:30 

Children’s Sermon: Jordan LeClere 

Communion: Will Turner, Mark & Kaci Reth 
 

10:30 

Jean Gross, Bill or Donna Scanlan 

 
September 13

th
 

8:30 

Children’s Sermon: 

Michael Stocks  
 

 
 

10:30 

Communion: Tom & Connie Allyn 

(Potluck and games in the park  

following this service) 

 
September 20

th
 

8:30 

Children’s Sermon: Paul Lyman  
 

10:30 

Communion: Janine Stellick, Pam Vap 

 
September 27

th 
- Contemporary Services 

8:30 

Children’s Sermon: Roy Vice  
 

10:30 

Communion: Wayne Birkenholz, Pam Vap 
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September Radio Sponsors 

September  6 ............ Randy Waterman 

September 13 ........... Jeff & Terry Larson 

September 20 ........... OPEN 

September 27 ........... OPEN 
 

 September Altar Flowers 

September  6 ............ Randy Waterman 

September 13 ........... OPEN 

September 20 ........... OPEN 

September 27 ........... Tone family 
 

If you would like to sponsor a Sunday  

radio broadcast (which is $75 per Sunday)    

or share flowers for the altar, please sign 

up on the chart in the hallway. Thank you! 

RADIO SPONSORS &  

ALTAR FLOWER SIGN-UP 

  

NAME ROOM # 

Dave Gaskill  105-N 

Linda Gearhart 25-S 

Barb O’Connell 116-N 

Fred Phelps 117-N 

Louise Reth  20-S 

Diane Simon 101-N 

Pat Swanson 103-N 

Marge Wolter 28-S 

  

Richard Belden 215 

Peg Koeneke 112 

Ellen Phelps  305 

  

Norma Vande Vegte 16 

  

Kino DeKeyser 503 

Good Neighbor Home Residents 

The Meadows Residents 

Lincolnwood Asst. Lvg. (Edgewood)  

Riverbend Retirement Comm. (Cascade) 

Travis & Lisa Hough .......................... 09/01  

James & Nancy Hough ...................... 09/02 

Randy & Kathy Waterman ................ 09/05  

Walt & Barbara Davis ....................... 09/28  
 

  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 
 

Note: If you know of someone’s birthday 

or anniversary that was inadvertently 

omitted from this list, please notify the 

church office so we can be sure to  

include them on the list next time! 

 Happy Birthday! 
Leann VanDyke .................................09/03 

Paul Lyman .......................................09/08 

Cassidy O’Connell .............................09/08 

Laverne Cooksley .............................09/16 

Karon Rosauer .................................. 09/18  

Roger Erickson..................................09/19 

Lori Snyder .......................................09/20 

Kathy Dolan ......................................09/20 

Lyle Saunders ................................... 09/21   

Sam Milroy ....................................... 09/23  

Calvin Turner ....................................09/23 

Torryn Tone ......................................09/24 

Angie Zehr ........................................09/25 

Glenda Betels ...................................09/26 

Mark Clemen ....................................09/30 

  Happy Anniversary! 
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Sun 

 
Mon 

 
Tue 

 
Wed 

 
Thu 

 
Fri 

 
Sat 

 
 

 
 

 

 

1 
9:30-11:30am  

Sewing Group 
 

 

  

2 
9am-4pm 

WIC 
10am - 2pm  

Clothing Closet  
 

NO WOW 

3 

 

 

4 
9:30-10:30am  

Sippers meet 

@Bread Basket 

 

5 

 

 

6 
8:30am 

Worship 

9:30am 

Fellowship Time 

10:30am 

Worship 

7 
~ Labor Day ~ 

 

OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 

NO Second  

Helpings or 

Clothing Closet 

8 
9:30-11:30am  

Sewing Group 
 

 

9 
9am-4pm 

WIC 
10am - 2pm  

Clothing Closet 
  

NO WOW 

10 
10:30am  

GNH/Meadows 

Communion 

7:00pm 
Trustees 

mtg. 

11 

9:30-10:30am  

Sippers meet 

@Bread Basket 

12 

 

 

13 
8:30am 

Worship 

9:30am 

Sunday School 

Fellowship Time 

10:30am 

Worship 

11:30am 

Potluck & games  

5:30pm 

OCC speaker 

14 

4:30 - 5:30pm 
Second  

Helpings & 
Clothing  
Closet 
6:00pm  

Missions mtg. 

 
 

15 

9:30-11:30am  

Sewing Group 
 

6:00pm  
Single Board  

mtg. 

16 

10am - 2pm  

Clothing Closet 
 

*5:30pm 

WOW 
 

 

17 

 

18 
 

9:30-10:30am  

Sippers meet 

@Bread Basket 

19 

20 
8:30am 
Worship 
9:30am 

Sunday School, 
Fellowship, Choir 

10:30am 
Worship 

21 

4:30 - 5:30pm 
Second  

Helpings & 
Clothing  
Closet 

 

22 

9:30-11:30am  

Sewing Group 

23 

10am - 2pm  

Clothing Closet 
 

*5:30pm 

WOW 

 

24 25 

9:30-10:30am  

Sippers meet 

@Bread Basket 

26 

27 
8:30am 
Worship 
9:30am 

Sunday School, 
Fellowship Time 

10:30am 
Worship 

28 

4:30 - 5:30pm 
Second  

Helpings & 
Clothing  
Closet 

29 

9:30-11:30am  

Sewing Group 

30 

10am - 2pm  

Clothing Closet 
 

*5:30pm 

WOW 

   

 

October 2026 
Sun Mo Tue We Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

-   -   -   -   -   -   -   Lynne out of the office   -   -   -   -   -   -   - 

*Worship On Wednesday (WOW) Schedule  

5:30 Dinner  ~  6:15 Worship  ~  7:00 Youth Group & Small Groups 

SEPTEMBER 2026 
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Manchester Methodist Church 
413 E. Butler St. 
Manchester, IA  52057-1612 

 

TO: ___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: 

Mon./Wed.:  9:00am-5:00pm   ~  Tues./Thurs.:  9:00am-3:00pm  ~  Friday:  Closed 
(Office closed for lunch approx. 12:30-1:30...times may vary) 

The Ministry Team at MMC includes: 
 

Rev. Phil Rogers and the entire Congregation  
 

Youth Director:  Pastor Zach Rogers  
 

Office Manager/Secretary:  Lynne Rasmussen  
 

Church Custodian:  Dusty Ingles  
 

Christian Education Director:  Paul Lyman  
  

Congregational Care:  Sherry Goranson  
 

Missions Coordinator:  Wayne Birkenholz  
 

Music Director:  Beth Mueller  
 

Reaching & Receiving:  Lori Snyder 
 

Treasurer:  Bruce Nodurft 
Trustees Chair:  Charlie Dighton 

The Chimes is the official newsletter of the Manchester Methodist Church.  
Please share any changes of address or contact information with the church  

by calling 563-927-4439, or emailing admin@manchestermethodistchurch.org.  
 

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES: 
 Sunday mornings in person at 8:30 & 10:30am 

 find us on YouTube to watch the Sun. 8:30am service 
 listen to KMCH 94.7 at 6:00pm on Sunday nights 

 Wednesday evenings in person at 6:15pm 

Return  
Service  

Requested 

WELCOME, 


